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Component 2:  Establish a "two-tier" bar for the math graduation requirement, beginning with the class of 2015, in 

which one tier - Proficient - is the goal, but another tier - Basic - is enough to earn a diploma. Students 
who meet Basic would be required to earn a

Survey results: About 33% agreed or strongly agreed , 17% were unsure and 50% disagreed or strongly 
disagreed. 

 
Component 3:  Change the science graduation requirement to include the creation of end-of-course exams in life 

sciences and physical sciences instead of using a single comprehensive science test. 
 

Survey results: About 41% agreed or strongly agreed, 31% were unsure, and 28% disagreed or strongly 
disagreed. 

 
Component 4:  Delay the science graduation requirement until 2017, after students have had time to learn the new 

science standards, and the new end-of-course exams have been administered for two years. 
 

Survey results: About 57% agreed or strongly agreed, 20% were unsure, and 23% disagreed or strongly 
disagreed.  
 

 
In terms of other legislative issues that members of the group have an interest in discussing in the future, several 
participants mentioned that they view Student Learning Plans as costly and not effective in meeting the intended goal.  
This topic will appear on a future Network meeting agenda.  

 
 

Next meeting of the WERA Network of Assessment Directors 
Will be at the Spring 2010 WERA Conference 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010, 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

 --Nancy Katims is Director of Assessment, Research and Evaluation for the Edmonds School District. 
 

During the December 2009 Assessment Conference 
Ana M. Elfers and Audrey Lucero (UW) conducted a 
session on providing support for ELL instructors. 
 

Dawn Wakely (Tahoma), Jack Monpas-Huber (Shoreline), 
and Pat Cummings (Tacoma), showcased “tricks of the 
trade” for district assessment data displays. 
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 WERA Board Members 2009-2010 

Emilie Hard, President 
Principal, Glacier Park Elementary School 
Tahoma School District 
23700 SE 280th Street 
Maple Valley WA 98038 
425-432-7294 
425-432-6795 (fax) 
ehard@tahomasd.us   
 
Bob Silverman, President-Elect 
Vice-President 
Educational Technology Consulting 
9306 Milburn Loop SE 
Lacey WA 98513 
360-349-7469 
360-923-09007 (fax) 
bobsilver3@comcast.net   
 
Nancy Arnold, Past President 
Director, Assessment and Accountability 
Puyallup School District 
214 West Main 
Puyallup WA 98371 
253-840-8876 
253-840-8938 (fax)  
arnoldNL@puyallup.k12.wa.us  
 
Leonard Winchell, Executive Secretary 
Washington Educational Research Association 
PO Box 64489 
University Place, WA 98464 
253-564-4816 
253-564-4816 (fax) 
lenwwa@aol.com  
 

At-Large Board Members 
 
Phil Dommes 
Director of Assessment 
North Thurston School District 
305 College Street NE 
Lacey WA 98516 
360-412-4465 
360-412-4555 (fax) 
pdommes@nthurston.k12.wa.us  
(Term expires April 30, 2011) 
 
Mike Jacobsen 
Director, Assessment and Curriculum  
White River School District 
240 North A 
Buckley WA 98321 
360-829-3951 
360-829-3358 (fax) 
mjacobse@whiteriver.wednet.edu  
(Term expires April 30, 2012) 
 
Kathryn Sprigg 
Accountability Assistant Director 
Highline School District 
15675 Ambaum Blvd SW 
Burien WA 98166 
206-433-2334 
206-433-2351 (fax) 
spriggkl@hsd401.org   
(Term expires April 30, 2012) 
 

Washington Educational Research Association (WERA) 
http://wera-web.org  

 
The mission of the Washington Education Association is to improve the professional practice of educators engaged in instruction, 
assessment, evaluation, and research. 

 
WERA Services 

• WERA provides professional development through conferences, publications, and seminars. 
• WERA provides forums to explore thoughtful approaches and a variety of views and issues in education. 
• WERA provides consultation and advice to influence educational policy regarding instruction, assessment, evaluation, and 

research. 
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The Standard Deviation Newsletter 
 
Editor (Final Edition) 
Peter Hendrickson, Ph.D. 
Research and Evaluation Consulting  
206-658-5930 
p.hendrickson43@gmail.com  
 
Editor 
Andrea Meld, Ph.D. 
OSPI 
360-725-6438 
andrea_meld@q.com  
 
Humor Co-Editors 
Michael Power,  
Tacoma Housing Authority 
 
Bob Silverman 
Education Technology Consulting 
 
Photo Editor 
Don Schmitz 
Mukilteo School District 
 
WERA Board Liaison 
Phil Dommes, Ph.D. 
North Thurston School District 
 
Editorial Assistants 
Angie Mangiantini  
Debra Hawkins 
OSPI 
 
Layout Designer 
Michelle Sekulich 
The Boeing Company 
 
Executive Secretary 
Leonard Winchell 
WERA 
 
The Standard Deviation is published spring, winter, and fall 
as an online newsletter and journal. Submissions are 
welcomed from WERA members and others. Kindly submit 
articles for consideration using APA format.   
Copy Deadline for Spring is May 8, 2010. 

Washington Educational 
Research Association 

PO Box 64489 

University Place, WA 98464 

 
We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.wera-web.org  


